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NCERT Solution

Chapter-06
The Monkey and The Crocodile

The monkey was happy living in the fruit tree, but his happiness was not complete because
he was lonely and missed a companion to talk to and share the fruits with.

The two friends generally talked about birds and animals, about the villages nearby and
the difficulties villagers faced in raising good crops for lack of rain.

The crocodile’s wife was annoyed with her husband one day because that day the crocodile
stayed with the monkey longer than usual. She was waiting and waiting for him and
managing the little crocodiles that had just been hatched. She felt that he was too fond of
his new friend.

The crocodile was unwilling to invite his friend home because he was afraid that his wife
wanted to eat the monkeys heart.

The crocodile told the monkey midstream that he had to go under water as he wanted to
kill him as his wife could not survive without eating his heart.

Although the monkey was scared and distressed he remained cool and sensible like all
clever monkeys. He calmly informed the crocodile that he would do anything for him or
his family as he was his only friend. After all what was a monkey’s heart as compared to
the life of a crocodile’s wife? But he hadn’t brought his heart along and so asked the
crocodile if they could swim back so that he could bring his heart back from the tree. On
the river bank the monkey jumped on to the tree with a deep sigh of relief and thus saved
himself.

The last sentence of the story suggests that the crocodile was very sad as he now realized
how foolish he had been in listening to his wife and in doing so he had betrayed the only
friend he had in the world. He shed a few tears because he was genuinely sorry to have
lost his best friend. He would go back to his wife and tell her what the monkey had said
that fresh fruits were good for body and mind rather than a monkey’s heart. He would also
tell her that because he had been foolish and listened to her he had lost his best friend but

he would never ever make that mistake again.





